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To the Reader. 


| JF No ſooner had peruſed this ſhoyt E pi- 
file, then I kad an earneſt defive it 
my ht bee Publiſhed m Print, as well 
for that 1 obſerued the groundes whith this 
| 70ung Gentleman had layde downe to his 
Father to bee both ſucſintt and Learned ! 

| as alſo for that I am wellperſwaded the 
| promulgation thereof, would ( God afſi- 
\ ſtrng ) gee much good ſatisfe tion to any 
indicions Reader, and for that I newer had 
any acquaintance with the «Author, [ 
mooued ſecretly a very Friend of mime (in- 
trmate with him) to perſwade him ( if poſe 
ſible ) to put it tothe Preſſe : which motion; 
bee not onely abſolutely refuſed, but was 
alſo infinitely drſþleaſed with the Mooner, 
wherefore — (what in him lay ) the 
prinimg an pribei/ þ me of the [ard E peſtle, 

| be not onely refuſed viterly to gine { oppres 
thereof, but alſo ecclipſed it from the view 
of all men. But the Father more prodigall 

, then the Sonne hunſelfe, carried the Ori- 
| gmall contonally about hing , making no 
dainty at all to ſhew it in $t.Pauls, the 
Pawne, Youngs Ordmary m Corne-hill, 
and in many other places at hu pleaſnre, 
be makmg it his common T able-d:{conr(e 
A 2 ” 


o the Reader, 


in Tauernet and Ordinaries : by which) 
weanes 1 obtained a C Ppy, which (though T H 
long after) 1 ſent ouer Seas to 4 Friend, 
deſrrmg him to cauſe it to bee Printed. H 
Reade it through with good attention, and 
of thon reape any profite thereby, forget not 
to render due thankes to G O D, and then 
is thy Prayers remember both thee Auther | 
and the Publyher. 


FarewelL 


TO 


me 
_ 
med. 
and 
t not 
then 
thor 


[O 


1 
TO 
THE WORSHIPFVLL 
HIS VERY LOVING 


Father N. N. Eſquire, 
giue theſe. 


Good Sir : 


Vmberleſſe (1 may truely fay) 
N haue bin the atrempts I haue 

made in writing vnto you , and 
as many in number were the obſtacles 
which haue oppoſed my ſaid attempts: 
TheeffeRs of lome of them are to this 
houre to be ſcene ( if I lift ro produce 
them to the quantry, And I doe keepe 
me within compaſle) of at the lealt 24. 
ſhectes of Paper, which 1 intended to 
your good ſclte, which by that time they 
could be finiſhed, 1 had motives exhor- 
tatory to call them backe, and not by any 
meanes to ſend them. Bur yetneverthe- 
lefle,to exempt my ſelfe from hauing any 
imputation of diſobedience wherewith 
to be taxed, I haue now atthelaſt (pre- 
ſuming more upon your Fatherly chari- 
ty , then any other merite in my ſelfe) 
beene bolde, to preſent vnto you theſe 
few lines, wherein I haue deliuered 
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2 
briefly, that which I had heretofore han. 
dled more ar large; inthe paſſages whers.| 
of, I haue heere ſet you downe moſt pro- 
{picuouſly, according to your moſt im- 
portant requeſt, from whence haue per. 
ceeded the motiues, which cauſed me to 
abiure the Religion in praftice amongſt; 
Proteftants, and to aſſume the true, holy, 
and neuer erring Catholike and Ortho» 
doxall. Faith, and thereunto to adhere : | 
Neither doe Iherein goe about to per- 
* Gnade you, but onely to keepe corre-! 
ſpondence with your defire and com- 
maund,being that I findemy ſelfe bound 
in all Conſcience, to performe ſuch pxe- 
cepts, which you ſhall require at my 
hands, ſuppoſing them to be no way de. 
rogating to Gods honour, or tothe com? 
modity of my particular ſelfe, in making 
imminent perill of my foules ſhipwrack, 
where in a caſe of ſuch anature I am not 
lyable. 

I am therefore an humble ſuter ynto 
you (good Sir ) in that you would bee 
pleaſed fo farre to fauour me, as to daine 
with alacrity the peruſe of theſe fewe 
lines,and that with ſerious mature n_ 
ment, and then I hope you will not bes 
lo ſtrict incenſuring mee for my aſſumed 

Religion 


Religion, nor yer in blaming me for ., 


dergoing with, all patience and chearful- 
nes,this long & auſtere time of durance : 
but you will rather ( 1 hope ) cornmiſe- 


' rate my eſtate, which howſoeuer to 0» 


chers it might appeare irkſofne' and iti= 


| ſufferable, ro mee (1 gite God moſt 


humble thankes ) it is a greater conſo= 
lation then any temporall (conſidering 
for whoſe ſake it is ) gecrdon or reſpect 
the whole world is able to affoord me. 


' And the confideration hereof, hath 


beene of that efficacy and power. with 
mee, as that I am art all times readily 
prepared, with no lefſe willingnefſe, to 
vndergoe, not onely Impriſonment, in 
the molt auſtere manner may bee ima- 
gined, bur alfo 1 the ſeruice -of ſo noble 
a Maſter, torture, ſtripes, gyues, yea 
the moft prodigious and dolorous 
death the heart and capacity of man is 
able to invent ; For I know'well e- 
nough, that whatfoeuer I doe vnder- 
goc in this behalfe, 1 doe in it reſtore 
him but his owne, and am neuer able 
to come out of debrt,albeit Ihad as many 
lives to Looſe, as 1 hauc in this vile & mi- 
ſerable Carkaſſe of mine,drops of blood 
ro ſhed ; neither ſhall 1 herein difſenc 
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CO m that holy and reuerend Doer me 
and Piller of Gods Church Saint Ber! jn x 
nerd, who. for his ſweeke and delicate, Rec 
ſtile, is intituled e,Mellflurns, who faith! wor 
thus ; Ss Fotum we debeo pro me fatto, x 
mo de d;. 911d addans iam pro me refetto * nec & © 
ulery Des. = faceh refeftus quam faitus. Inprims| (8 
opere me mihi dedut, m ſecundo ſe, & vbi! cau 
ſe dedit me mib#reddidit : Datus ergo 5 mov 
redditus, mee pro. me debeo, & bus debeo; | Blet 
ſed quid Domino pro ſe retubuam, nam atio 
etfi me milles rependere poſſem, qutd ſum my: 
ad Dommum meum ? Thatis; If I gut 
owe my ſelf wholly for my firſt making, Oni 
what can 1 adde more for my redeeming, gue 
eſpecially ſeeing 1 was not ſo eaſily Redee+ . guy. 
med as I was made. In the firſt worke bee gue 
gaue me my ſelfe, in the ſecond himſelfe, don 
aud when hee gane mee hapſelfe, hee re= Ser, 
ſtored wnto mee my ſelfe, Therefore thus want 
ginen and reſtored, I owe my ſelfe for my | 11 
ſelfe, and I owe my ſelfe twice. But now conf 
what I am able torepay my Lord for fore 
himſelfe , for although I were able ro mnſ 
repay my ſelfe a thouſand times, what time 
. amlin compariſon of my Lord? which life, 
beeing {o, what then can hee the feare repe 
why I ſhould not giue my ſelfe freely may 
to my Creator ? Sithence he hath 19. , as1, 
me 


mea double intereſt, to wit, aſwell 
in reſpe&t of my Creation, as of my 
Redemption, the leaſt of which two 
workes being ynualuable. 

The ſerious conſiderations hereof 
( good Sir ) haue wrought in me vn» 
utterable effects ,, and ſuch as haue 
cauſed mce hereby to ſettle ſourre- 
moueable an affection vpon the molt 
Bleſſed 1 1inity, in regard of my Cre» 
ation,and Redemption, as enforceth 
mc with no ſmall vchemency, to ay 
out with the Kingly Propher,layingz 
Onuid retribuam Domemo, pro o 
gue retribuit mibi ? What ſhall [ repay 


: of Lord for all thmges which he bath 
ginen vnts me : certainly when I haue 


done what I haue beene able, Lam, 


Seruns mutilss, au wrprofitable Ser- Luk.17. 


want, and Indgnus vocar: films exts, 
vmworthy to be called his Sonne. The 
con{1deration whereof , was long be- 
fore it came into my minde, for that I 
mnſt not deny, but that I ſpent much 
time in a molt exorbitant courſe of 
life, which I doe now from my heart 
repent , and defire that Gods grace 
may neuer more depart from me, {o 


; as I may for cuecr hereafter liuc, as 2n 


obedi- 


Pſal1o:. 
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obedient, 8 not as a rebellious Child, 
hauing 1o deare, louing, and tender, 
and a Father, who ſaith daily ynto me: 
Oui propitiatur omnibus miquitaribus 
tun, qui ſanat omnes mfirmitates 
I125,qui red. mit de nteritu 140m tum, 
gui coronat te m miſerecordia, & miſe- 
ratwnibus, qui rep'et m bonts de ſidert- 
um t1u9n,05c. That is, Who is mercifull 
to all thy miquates, .and who cureth all 
thy infirmitzes, who redeemed thy life 
from Death, who Crowneth thee in mer« 
cies and compaſſions,who repleniſheth thy 
deſire m good thinges,c3c. The remem- 
brance of theſe thus skirmiſhing with- 
im me, haue bin impregnable, and irre- 
fiftable motiues, which preſſed mee 
to determine vppon a more morrall 
worme, wherby to meaſure the ſquare 
of my. life : and theſe determinations 
made me thinke ypon Religion, and 
Religion begat Deuotion,and Deuott- 
on bronght with it a firme Reſolution, 
which Reſolution, being afſiſted by 
Almighty Gods grace, hath wonne 
met [tand againſt all cerrors & temp= 
tations, and which have occaſioned 


\, me toaddreſſe theſe Lines ynto you, 


\whereby I doe intend to giue youa 
taltc, 


id, 
nder, 
) mes 
thus 
Hates 


Juare 
ions 
, and 
UOott- 
ton, 
d by 
'onNN"ne 
emp 
oned 
you, 
you a 


taltc, 


talte,from what niotiues and grounds 


I doe build my Faith ; whichif you be 
able to refe!l, I ſhall be very willing to 
belieue, that a man may be "on in 
the Proteſtants Church, which neither 
Scriptures, Fathers, Counſels, or rea- 
{on wascucr able to make me ynder- 
and. 

1 Haning therefore thus miſpent 


my time,and Quaſi ſeruns nequam, like S,Math.18 


to an emill ſernant, conſumed my youn- 
ger yeares, yeathe prime of my daies, 
in vanity and irregularity ,- Jt hath 
pleaſed Almighty at the; length 
to rouch my heart with adue conlide- 
ration of my mortality, and withſome 
care of eternity ; Infomudh;i'as the 
more I ſeriouſly obſeruedthe frailty, 
and abſurdity of the one, the more in- 
wardly 1 affe&ed the loue, and con- 
tentment of the other,that finally I re- 
ſolued to hunt ofter it, albeit the paſ- 
{ages and difficulties of my lifg were 
neuer ſo many, reſting now well per- 


{waded, That, Nu prodeſt homini /e v- lbidem 16, 


niuerſum mundun lucret er, anime vero 
ſue detrimentum patiatur. It auddeth 
nothing to gaine the whole world, if a 
man make ſhipwracke of bis owne Soule, 

which 


Ibedem 5, 


B89. 
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whichto ſaue hereafter, we are taught 
tofaue heere ; That is, to expole it to 
all afflictions & contradictions, which 
the world, the Diucll,or our owne ſen- 
ſuall appetite doe continually ftirre vp 
againſt ys, For much better it is for a 
man to enter imto life enerlaſtog lame, 
blinde, or diſmembred,then to be plunged 
into the bottomleſſe Put of mquenchable 


ſulphnerous Hell, with all our ſences and 


members. 

2 Theſe therefore,and the like con. 
fiderations incouraged me fincerely to 
ſeeke after Truth, fwayed neither with 
feare nor fauour , but onely guided 
with that vnmoumg Pole, whofe m+ 
fluencehad touched my heart, like vn» 


tw another Load(tone,that howſoeuer ' 
tneſe mortall waues toffed my vnſted. | 


dy barke, the proofe of my affeQtions | 


euer bent that way, I could very well 
haue contented my felfe to follow my 
appetite Rill Burt durmm eff contra ſti 
mul»m calcitrare, It us hard ſtriumg a- 


gainſt Almighty God, and dangerons to | 


harden onr hearts agamft his calles. 
Wherefore, I yecld my ſelfe, faying ; 
Domine quid me vis facere ? What O 
Lord ts thy pleaſure I ſhall dee fs n 

1e1C 


here 
forta 
| Oport 
jp" 
| thene 
Was : 
and { 
Heat 


9 
whe | herewich me thought, Theard this com= 
*to | fortable anſwer, viz. Diertwr ribi quid te 
nich | oporteat facere, Thou muſt be taught what 
ſon. | thou muſt doe : and tavght I mult be, fi- 
eyp | thence the knowledge I ſought after, 
- & Was aboue humane reach to comprehend 
me, | and (inde ; For theſe tidings came out of 
' Heauen,& Vmpenitus qureſt in ſunm Pa- 
Led tru iſe qu Theoneh begotten Son loh.t. 
and whe ts in the boſome of the Father, hee will 
' delmer them, and they onely can have 
on, them, Cmi films voluernt renelare, to whom 
yto ſhall pleaſe the Sonne to reneale tt. Noe 5-Matlu.tt. 
ich | 615 autems rewelaust Des pro ſpiraum ſu 
Jed mm, Spritus enm omnia ſerutatur, etzam 
profunda Dei. But vnto vs hath God re- 1.Cot.3. 
vealed by bis Spirit, for, the Spirit tryeth 
ell thinges, yea, the profundities of God 
ed. | Shewing, F this knowledge could come 
| from none other but only fr6 himalone. 
vell |, 3 Thus then being defirous of this 
my knowledge, and perceiuing it not tobe 
ft = ge but —_ _— 
at ceruns ad fontes aquarum, Looks | 
SO” [bow the beart haſteth to he Fountames of — 
les, \water. Euen fo earneſtly did I thirſt after 
__ ſome certaine rule, guidance, or diredti- 
+ \M,whereby tobe led or conducted, by 
ing |Which meanes I might attaine ynto what 
, focuer 


1 C oy 


Heb. 9. 


Elay 35 
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focuer humane induſtry could not o tain 
ſpire,and this needeth no further proofe}) that 
asbeing in it ſelte manifeſt, and by t ding 
joint and muruall conſent aſwell of Ca! fallil 
tholicks as of Proteſtants receiued. But to e 
of this Doctrine I colle&ted further, that! the « 
this rule or direction we ſpeake of, muſt an A 
eontaine two ſeueral propertics,to make” Pay 
it auaileable forthe end, for which ir is prete 
required : Firſt it mult be plaine,cafe,in.' anat 
differently open or wanifctt to all, & the! from 
reaſon good, for it muſt be a direRtion as} #0 you 
well to the wiſe, as to the fimple, to} arcw 
the Learned, as to the ignorant, fi. be ſu 
thence all theſe muſt (before they can be; ypor 
faued) be inſtructed in this fupernaturall' no d; 
Science, without which can be no acceſſe; by w 
to grace, entrance into Heauen, or poſſ1«| duce. 
bility to pleaſe that Diuine Maieſty, ac-! migt, 
cording as the holy Apoſtle teacheth ys,! to tri 
and therefore the Prophet forerelleth of: phen 
this way,faying : Et erat #6i ſemita 5 214, holy 
& via ſantta vocabitur,ge. And conclue!- antic 
deth, J1.ec erit vobrs drretta wia, ita vt, On © 
ftult: non errent per eam. That is, And; _ 
there ſhall be m that place a path, and 4) bur 1 
way, that [hall be your dirett way, ſo that} thern 
fooles ſhall nat erre mit. The ſecond pro- (picu, 
perty of thus rule is, that it mult be cer4 can xe 
tam 


or x 


oofe, 
yy the 
fC 

- By 
A that' 
muſt 
make 
| It is 
1C,in- 


TI 
eaine and infallible, and thereafon is, for 
that the knowlege of our Faith depen= 
ding thereupon, muſt be certaine,and in- 
fallible, ſo as it may be no more ſubic& 

to erro1 then truth it ſclte is to falſhood ; 

the credit thereof mult be greater then of 

an Angell of Heauen. Lrcet nos (faith St, 
Part) aut Angelus de ( wlo, enangelizet 
preterquam quod euannelizauimus n_ 
anathema ſit. If our ſelues, or an Angell 


& the: from Heanen, ſhall Enangelize or Preach 
on as; #0 you otherwiſe then wee have Preached, 


e, fol 
t, fi.) 
an be 
urall 
.ceſſe; 
ofh1-) 
f, aC-! 
hyvs, 
h of 
» 14, 
1clu- 
ta Ot: 
And 
and 4; 
| that 


Pro 
* CCT 
tam 


eccurſed let him be, For if our Faith mighc 
be ſubiect ro rrror, then did it not rely 
ypon the truth of God,and then it were 
no divine Faith, Againe gt in that Faith 
by which we are ſaued we might be ſe- 
duced to falſhood, ther by falſhood we hw 
might be faued, and by vntruth attaine Pkics _ 
to truth, which parracdoxe is both blaſ- de fide 4 6. 
phemous hnd ridiculous. Authoritics of 
holy Scriptures, conſcnt of venerable 
antiquity,and the yvnanimous approbati- 
on of the vniuerſall Church, 1 could 
roduce for the truth of thele properties; 
ut I holde them needlefle for that in 
themſelues they doe appeare molt per- 
(picuous, and by no Proteſtants which I 
can reade of, are they denyed, as by all 
Catho- 


F2 
Catholicks is confeſſed. I hauiug 
farre waded,at the length T began to 
ferue, where this rule and direction is t 
be found, that by conſent therof, I mig 
be conuayed to that knowledge whic 
fo much iumporteth me, and therefore [| (ere. 
doe here inquire of the Proteltant, and jt 
he telleth me readily, that true it is, ſuch (gre 
2rule muſt guide all Chriſtians, and if nj 
to be found in their Church, contained! cr 
n their Bible , and by them tearmed puſ] 
the word of the Lord, and diuine 
Scriptures ; this they ſay is caſte, plaine, (yer 
and- an infallible direction to all wha tgq, 
feeke after Heauen, and heauenly knows hays 
kedge. trad 
| | whe 
5 But heere I amintangled with ſo ang 
many difficulties , ſo that I am rather tg hy 
puſled, clouded, and encombred, then. ,,jiſe 
any way freed, cleared, or alcertained dite 
of any truth. Firſt, how can ut appeare| fallit 
vnto mee that I may be aflured , that they 
this Books is the word of God, and of | c1;{ 
that continuance and authority where- poin 
of I ſpeake : Wee ſee many workes| thojj 
beare Saint Auguſttmes name , and 0=| (lea; 
thers of other Fathcrs, which Prote- | [,;, 


Hants ſtoutly deny to bee theirs ; y@/ ami 
not | 


| ITY 
notſo auncient as their Booke of Serip? 
09 turemuſt be, if it be true Scripture in- 
115t9 deed; Heere I inquire ſo certaine know- 
nug't! ledge of the Truth, that in it ſelfe it be 
whic plaine for all men ro perceiuc it, and 1o 
fore I certaine,thatit ſhould be impoſſible how 
, and jr could be otherwiſe, elſe (as I haue be- 
3 {uch fore ſaid) it cannot guide or warrantiſe 
and W Diuine and infallible Faith. Bur I hauc 
ained| ever found Proteltants fo extreamely 
ume puſied in this point, that they know noc 
mne how to extricate themſclues, their An- 
laine, ſwers were ſo weake, different, diſjoyn- 
wha ted,and vncertaine, that at the laſt they 
noWs haueno refuge, but to depend vpon the 
tradition of the Roman Church , from 
whence they haue their Scriptures ; yea, 
ith ſo and thoſe traditions alſo they mult grant 
rather to be of infallible truth and Faith, other- 
then viſe their Scriptures will not catry cre- 
ained dite ſufficient whereupon to build an in- 
Pee! fallible Faith, and yer if they graunt this, 
, that| they ſuffocate and choake their owne 
nd of | cauſe in many eflentiall, and importanr 
here-| points of diffetence twixt them and Ca- 
orkts | tholicks, ſo as this Rule ought to be 
d 0-| deare, eaſie, and infallible, is no ſooner 
rote-! looked ypon, bur it is preſently loſt 'n 

; YQ/ ambiguities,doubrs,and yncerrainties. 
ne; Wo 6 And 


6 And admit that they were able in 
the grounds of their Doctrine to produce 
aryone intallible,plaine,8& certaine rule, 
aſluring me that the Booke they ſhew| 
me, is the word of God, or written by! 
ſuch ſacred Authors as they tell of,which; 
+ See 7b they are ncucr able ro doc; yet are they 
Ce! in Pre- preſently encurmbred with another difhs) 
on nn: cnity,which maketh all yncertaine, which! 

41h, 15 contained init: For in former times of 
de Sanctis 2grcat part of this volume, the Grecke 
fol. 412, tranſlations wcre many,the Latine more, 
ton.2. of late ſince Louthey began,from him, his 
» a " complices, and Of-ſpring, the tran{lati- 
fer. Caſt, ©ns hiaue bin diuers and fo different, that 
Ite B:24in ©2e condemneth another to Hell,for cor 
przfar. no. rupting, falfhifying, and abuſing of holy 
reſt. 1556, Scriptures; yea Luther himlelfc differcth 
. a7 4299,"m in abouc. zo. places (as I can cably! 
<aſhe—yo = ſhew ) from himlelfe, in (cuerall tranſ]a- 
11.t01.110, tons of St. Mathewes Golpell, out of 

lte parte theſe into Enghſh, we haue at the leaſt 
64. 65. 68. 5, or cighticuarall yerſions, of all which 
4 4-90- - his Maicſty pronounceth there is ne- 


Sec confe. ' 
at Bampton ET 2g00d, and the Genera be the worlt | 


Court pag. 0! all. 
4%. Heere I would ſee how the ignorant of 
learned,(amid ſuch diverfity of opinions 
ia mc n of knowledge inall facred faagnt 


ge5) 


14 | 


fall 


od 4 
una 
of 1 
kno 
tind 
ſtry 
him 
lefle 
daft; 
(ye 
hau' 
thei 
2Qd 
1s Ir 
and 


which! 
1es of 
recke 
nore, 
1, bis 
flati- 
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ges) can with afſurance and certainty, ſc- 
lect the true Tranſlations from the falſe, 
that ir be impoſſible toerre herein, for if 
in this caſe there can be nv infallible 
rule, and direction plaine and cafie, for 
all men to vnderitand;{ as 1 haue before 
delivered) it is rmpoſſible that any man 
can be able to ſettle an infallible, and ne= 
uer crring Faith, ypon any thing contat- 
ned in it, when as he is not certaine 
what is the truc word of God, and what 
by Ignorance, Erpor,or wiltulucs is thruſt 
in by humaine iuention, and ſubicct to 
fallhood. 
. 7 Hcerenot onely the Ignorant is ſo 
intangled, with the Brackes and Toyles 
of yncertainty, and inſtability, ſo as he 
knowerh not which way to get out, yea 
tindeth impoſhhbility by his owne indu- 
ſtry euct whileſt he ſhall live tockare 
himlelfe ; Bur, the Learned alfo are no 
lefle clouded with endlefie variety, and 
difterence among ſuch as are no lefle 
(yca more ) learned then themelues, 
hauing 'no rca/on whereupon to relye 
their owne Iudgements before others, 
and. be fo affurcd thereof, as that ir 
is impothble they ſhould be decciued, 
and conſequently , to frame an Articla 
B 2 of 
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of Diuine Faith ypon the aſſurance there= | T} 
of. So as out of this head, this rule of | 
onely Scriptures, hath loſtnot onely cer= | xai 
taincry, but perl; Icuiry alſo, both which © ic 
are yery much behoofefull in the dire&ti- err 
on whecreot I ſpeake. Ha 
8 And hecre in my vnderſtanding it co 
cannot be anſwered, as inthe Proeme of of 
Sce Caly, the new Bible, thoſe Tranſlations ſay, to | mg 
vb1 ſupra. wit, that this diverſity 1s not 1n matters | max 
* 7-5 cy... Ppertaining vnto Faith , but in other | 
ki usin via PoIntes of leſle conſequence. Firſt, that ha 
Buiingy, Isnottruc, as by the inuectiues ſome of * to! 
the Tranſlations make againſt the reſt | po 
doth appeare, Againe, in moſt pointes fla 
of Controucrhes betwixt them and Ca- © ge! 
tholicks, they tranſlate places concerning ; as 
thoſe points, differently from the olde |} ch: 
Latine receiued aboue 1000. yearcs a- | aac 
goc in Gods Church, onely in fauour of pr: 
their owne herifies and opinions, being } wh 
matters of Faith ; As for example, they | qu. 
tranſlate for Prieſts, Elders ; for Idols, 1- | pg 
moges, 8c. I fay yet further, that inſo ! Sy 
much as all matters there, 15 the true | 
Word of God, and I partly finde that | 
ſome part thereof is miſtranſlated , and | het 
| 
| 


that is proued by the diucrſtics of thoſe 
Tranſlations, diſſonant cach to other; 
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Therefore cannot all bee true : in regard 
hereof (1 ſay) I mult require a ſure, ccr- 
taine, and infallible Rule, by the which 
it- may remaine yndoubted, that thoſe 
errors or miltakings were in matters of 
Faith, as well as lefſe matters, fithence ] 
could neuer heare of any Warranty out 
of Heaucn, aſſuring theſe tranſlations in 
matters of Faith, more than in ſmaller 
matters. 

9 But admit againe, that Proteſtants 
liad ſome ſure & infallible rule;or meanes 
toaſcertaine ys that this which they pro- 
pole,or any of theſe, is the {incere tran- 
flation of Gods word , yet are we as 
deeply incombred as cuer, for infomuch 
as Gods word confilteth not in bare 
characters or fillables , but in the ſpiric 
aad mcaning of that writing, where (1 
pray) is that plaine and infallible Rule, 
which Proteſtants can afſigne, 'the, con- 
duct whereof who ſo followeth, cannot 
poliibly crre in the truc meaning of holy 
Scripture. For without this all the rct: 
is nothing auaileable to ſuſtaine an wvfal- 
lible Faith, and an exxor cr mittaking, 
hercin; is lo pernicious and damnablec, 
that whoſocucr is pofſeſled therewith, 
cannot poſſibly cnter Heaucn, 214 102: 
B 3 CAR 
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credit ian tmdic att eſt,who beleeweth not 4- 
rioht 1s already indvcd. And fine fide mpoſ- 
ſbi le eft placere Deo,withont Faith it 15 im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God: And our Faith is not 
grounded vpon lctters, Characters,or fil 
[:bles,bur of the ſignification& true meas 


ning of the holy Gholt vttercd in them. | 


10: Heerc againe I finde Proteſtants 
{os masked , or hoodwinckt , that they 
know not which way to take, or what to 
fay, as may eahily appeare by the poore 
thifts'they are put vnta, when in this 
matterthey are by Catholickes called to 
accompr. : And fir(t it is a vluall refuge 
of theirs to fay, that the Scripture: is ea- 
lie andplaine of it ſelte, to be vnderitood 
of cuery one without -cifhculty or am- 
biguity : Bur this 15ſo apparantly con- 
trowlde, with the forme and matter of 
Scripture,and cuery mans particuler cx- 
petience,that it plainely diſcouercth the 
weakenes and intufficiency thercof. As 
for the forme &e {tile nt is repleate with 
Miteſty and depth, it containeth many 


Hebraiciſmes and Grecilmes, which the | 


1onorant and vnlearned doenot vnder- | 
itand,yea,8 many times the moſt Lear- 

ned doe make doubt & differ abour, for | 
that it doth comaintlo profound matrer | 


aboue | 
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ot 4: | aboue ordinary capacity, As the Trinity 
mrpoſ= | and Vnity in God,the Incarnation, Re- 
'5 i= | ſurreftion and Aſcention of Chriſt our 
is not moſt B.Saujour,together with his Prictt 
2r fil- hood, and preſence in the molt Bleflcd 
meas Euchariſt, with the like, which doc in- 
cm. { Uoluegreat & hidden milieries,and pro- 
ants found difficulties, containing many ſce- 
they ming contradictions, which to reconcile 
atto - great Clerks & holy Fathers, haue much 
oore trauailed, writing whole Bookes & large 

this tomes therof,again(t /u/:a the Apoſtara, 
«dro & other enemies of Chrittianity. /zſtizui 
fuge animan (ſaith St, Auguſtme) intenaere tn 
$s ea> Scroturas ſacras, orc. 1 mtended ta bend 
tood © 2 mainde to holy Scriptures to ſee the qua- 
am- | Gay of them,and beholde, 1 ſee A tbing Un 
con. | Knowne to thepromde, not open to Chilaren, 
x of G6utmgate lowly, im effect lofty, and conered 
-ex= With myſteries , neither was I ſuch as 1 
\the  conldenter mteit, or bowe my necks to the 
As entrance ofit, So he. Thus did this holy 
vith © Fathcrand great Doctor finde the holy 
any Scriptures, which Protettants make fo 
the | ecalic & plaine,and thus doth eucry mans 
ler. | experience teachgnot only in the endles 
-ar- | Ciucrhty of expofitions, betweene Ca- 
for | tholicks & Sectarics, but eſpecially bc- 
trer wen Scctarics themſclues, Proteltangs 


oue | B 4 with 
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with Proteſtants, who haue filled the} And 
world with their ianglivgs, and gxuen te- | rage: 
ſlimony that they 2m againſt their | mort 
Conſcicnces,and knowledge,when they | Sper 
Gy that the Scriptures are caſte for-euery ! work 
one to ynderltand,clſe why ſhould they ; telta 
ſpend ſo much time in'making fo many |} but ( 
Expoſitions,and Commentaries, and in | Jame 
filing Bookes,tomake that vnderitood, | nued 
which euery man with ſo much eaſe | all d 
«doth concetue: or why ſhould they after ' vpor 
all their Commentaries, leaue all contro- + othe 
uerfies of Scriptures more ambiguous, 1: 
then before, yea in ſtead of clearing all | rer 
doubts, beget infinite new controucrhes | falli: 
before ynheard of. ump« 
11 And from hence doth*appcare, | ued 
how poore and weake an Anfwer that | be cc 
othcr is which (many brought mto_ | well 
ſtraights)flie vnto,ſaying that Scriptures | after 
arc made plaine by conferring one place” } not & 
with another; for this both Cartholickes | bly t 
and thcir oppolites, with all diligence | as G 
| doe affirme ; yet agree neuer the more by | graw 
i this : neither arc they conuinced of one f with 
"ou Truth : St. Pax! faith, Juſt ex fide viuct, Scrip 
al.3. The luſt man leneth by bus Faith ; and a-' } ſcrue 
eb.io. gainc, Fide purificans cords hominum, 1 
| &.15, Godby Fauh purifying the hearts un | of pl 
And } 


— 
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the} And St.Tames ſaith, Sicut corpas fine Spi- 5: tam, 2, 
a te= | ri; mortunm eſt, ita & fides ſine pres ns 
their'! zortua eff, like as the body without the 
they | Sprrit's dead, exen ſo a!ſo Fanh without 
uery | workes is agad and nothing auaileable. Pro- 
they , teltants explicate St. /ames by St. Pawl - 
many | but Catholicks explaine St. Paw! by St. 
d-1n | James; This diuerſity hath wel nigh c6t:= 
>od, | nued ro00.yeares,toffed & diſcuſſed with 
eaſc | all diligence, yet not cothis day agreed 
after ' ypon between them; & ſo the like in all 
tro- + other points of c6trouerfies we doe find, 
10UsS I 2 Morcoucr I demaund whether af- 
g all | ter conference of places, ſuch as doe in- 
rhes | fallibly finde Truth thereby, that it be 

unpoſſible hauing fo done- to. be decci- 
are, | ved ; if youſay they doe, then you will 
that | be controwled by dayly experience, as 
mto wellin Proteſtants as in Catholicks,who 
urcs | after all differ as bcfore ; which covld 
lace | not be, if by this meancs they Cid infalli- 
:kes | bly finde tne Truth, For that is but oze, 
nce | as God ts one, and Faith one : Bit if you 
e by | grauntallthat conference of places, not- 
one | withitanding the true meaning of+huly 
int, Scriptures, and conſequently cannot 


Ephe£. 4. 


d a» | ſcrue for the purpoſe we treatc of. 
am, | . 13 Otherscovfcſle, that conference 
ven. | of places cannot be ſufficient ut this calc, 


And } - but 
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but ayowthat Almighty God will en-| ,nq ; 
lights the hart of cuery one in particular | Lear 
that ſeekeththe knowledge of his Truth,! gy 
But this ſeemcth vnto me.the molt ab-! her 
turd,deſperate, and vn'ikely ſhift of all} gqq 
vnlikelihoods : for,(as I hauefaid) not- | ficill 
withitanding this priuate Spitit, we leef (yhic 
the diuerlity dayly encreatzd,rather then; xg art 
any way diminiſhed, whichcoutd not be and 
if God particulatly and infallbly guided gf \yj] 
euery one that heartily deſired the-trutht! neces! 
then mult You ſhew a meane how eucry andt 
one ſhall know or be infallibly aſſured then 
that this priuate cxpoſition-is true ; and! ther 
all contrary to it falſe ; and then mult he (hall 
{hew how he commeth by that ſpeciall and 4 
quifr,denyedro all that diffet from him, Pars 
or how we can be aſſured therof,or how: t9th, 
is this rule gencrall to all, which $5 many! 21d 
ſo carncſily trauziling for truth {ccke af-! rhe 0) 
tor,yet attainenot Vnro : thus theretorc fo Poſſiz 
ICPUSNANT TO CUETY MAns reaſon & cx PCs, Car [ 
rience, {ecmeth only a rendeuous winch} ſba/!/ 
men are driven to retire vnto, hauing no! {atio 
better to ſuccor or hclp themſclues withy / ans 
for minc owne part thus much I fay and} Ems 
know, y in ſincere dehire of truth [ yeeld] Thc 
tonone, 1 know ite life of my foule,} thecr 
I preferre before all worldly n_—_— cntcr 

and 
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| en-| and as T rancke not my ſelfe among the 
ular | Learry'd, {o am 1 not the molt ynicarned 
uth, among the ignorant and vnlearned : yer 
 aD=} when] perule the holy Scriptures, I doe 
f all; nd them (o deep,fo profound,ee fo dif- 
not-} ficill, that I can aſſure my ſelfc of nothing, 
e ſee? which by mine owne induſtry I amable 
then; to attaine vnto, much I-ſſe find it fo eafic 
Xt be and plaine as to haue infallible aflurance 
ided of what I conceiue ; whereforc I mult of 
uth necefiity ſeeke that aſſurance clle where, 
ucry' andtake dirc&ion fro ſurer knowledge 
ured then mine owne, or any my ſcife can Ole 
- and! ther out of holy Scriptures : othcrwilc 
{t he ſhall faſhion molde out a very ſecblc 
xciall and fickle Faith, voide of all certainty. 
him, Putaſye mtell:ors 984 leors (ſaith St. Philip 
how; tothe Eunuch) Thimkeſt thou that thou 
nany wderſtandet what thou readeſt ? hawing 
e at the okde Teflament in his hands, Q»92949 
IC $0: poſſicrs {i mon dligurs oſtenderit mibi? How 
xpms, can { (laith the Eunuch) waleſſe ſore koay 
vinichi ball ſhew ne ? Eoo ((aith St. Hierame ) neo + 
19 10! fattior ſar boc Eunucho,nec ftudioſror 30. 
viths / am rot bolyer nor 6. tter ſiudved ther this 
| and} Emunuch,and concludeth in thete wort cs, 
yeeld} Tnclc things l hauc briefly mentioncd,to 
Oulcy} the cnd you may vnder{tand p you canct 
wei enter F holy Scriptures without-a guiclc, 

and ail 
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and one who ſhall ſheyw thee the way, 

This I finding to be molt true, by all 
xcaſon and experience in my {clfc, and 
diligent obſcruation in others, I bent my 
labours and {tudy to finde out this hap- 
Py guide, which infallibly and without | 
danger of erring,would inltruct me with! 
ehc true meaning of holy Scriptures. Per-4 
cciuing plainly therefore that the Prote- | 
{tants rule of Scriptures, could not ſerue | 
{or this purpoſle,l begin to examine what 
aſſurice Carholicks had for their beliefe 
or expoſitions, whereupon they rclyed, 

14 They confeſſc a plaine, calic and 
mfallible rule, muſt guide in matters of 
Faith : they fay morcoucr that cannot be | 
any dead or dumbe writing, bc it neuer} 
{o Sacred : for nothing can be wricen {9 
plaine but in many clawſes or paſlages it | 
willbeare ſcucrall con{iructions ; where 
ſeucrall conftruttions are, there 15 atnbi- | 
guity and doubt, and conſequently no 
luch plainneſſe and certainty as our Faith | 
requireth ; neitacr can that writing wici | 
it is wreſted againit true mcaning, Cx- 
pound it ſclte, or determine any contro- 
uerlie , that about tac Letter or {1ce 
thercof thall fortune to arilc. 

15-Thus rule then mult be a ling 

xulc, 
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2 
rule,able roexpoiind it (elfe, and ynfold 
fuch doubts which in matters of Faith 
ſhall fall our. And this I cafily bclce- 
ued; for my owne reaſon doth dictate, 
that Almighty God would not ynder 
paine of Hell, binde all men to belecuc a- 
right, and with a Diuine infallible be» 
licfe, and leaue no rule, no meane, no 
ground opento euery one, and in it ſelfe 
infallible ro cltabliſh his belicfe ypon, 
and refolue the doubts thercto apper- 
taining, 

16 This living Iudge canbe no pri- 
uate man, for warranty in fuch we haue 
none ; ncither is there cauſe to expect 
more 11 one, then in another ; morcoucr 
that muſt ncedes dyc and faile, and fo 
the rule of ſaluation periſh, and then the 
world to be left without mcancs of ac- 
ccſſe ynto Almighty God. 

17 A temporall or ciuill Common- 
wealth it cannot be, for no once Comon=- 
wealth or tzmporall Congregation hath 
any colour of Authority out of Heauen 
to chalenge that priuiledge ; Againe, no 
one Common-wealth -hath continued 
fince Chriſt, but hath ſufferd Change in 
the whole forme, yea Religion and all, 
and there is no cauſe to aſcribe this ſccu- 
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rity more to one Comon-wealth rhen ts 
another, There remaincth only an Eccle. 
fiafticall comunity, to wit,the Church 
Chriſt whereupon Catholicks doe rely, 
and aſhgne for this rule, wherem(as 1 don 
confidently belccue) they are not decei- 

ued ; whereunto I am induced by eui-! 
dent rcafon, by manifclt and apparan| 
2uthority, & continuance of experience,} 
For the inallible Authority left in this] 
Community, we haue the cxpreſie Pro- 

miſe of Almighty God in many places of} 
holy Scripture, for ot this Church our} 
motft Blefſed Sauiour ſaich, Porte imferi 

109 pranalebunt aduerſus eamy The Gates 

of Flell ſhall not prevaule aoainſt it. Vitia, 
(faith St. Herome) + peccatiom cc. Hel 
meant by theſe Gates, the vices, tinncs, 

and Doctrine of hcretiques and the ſame 

in effe&t ſay therelt of the holy Fathers. 
And St. Pam! ſaith,thar, Eccleſia Det vim 
ef col:unna 7 firiament if varitatis, quod 
mwifeſtum cft in ( arne, wſtificatum eſt in| 
ſpirita apparmuit Angetts, preaicaty eſt gen-| 
tibus,creditum eft in mur:do,aſſumpti eſt wn; 
Gloria, The Church of the lmting God, the 


+4 _ * . 
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it is a great Sicrament of piety, which was 
manifeſted wm Fleſ?, wa: rſtfied m Spirit, 
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appeared to Angels, hath bin preached to 
Gentiles is beleened mn the world,zs aſſirmed 
m Glory. Qui ab illa (faith St. Ambroſe) 
firmantur 1m veritate omnes credentes, For 
aſmuch as from the Church all true Belee- 
Fer s aye eſt abl iff ed im the Truth. E goo Vo 
biſcum ſam ( {aith onr Sauiour ) onmbus 
drebus v(q, ad conſyemmatione ſeculi, I ans 
with you all dayes,euen to the conſurnmation 
of the world. ©ui ({aith St. Hrerome) wſ7, 
ad conſummationem mind: ſam preſenta 
pollicetur,c illos offerd:t, ſemper eſſe vittu- 
r0s, &F ſe nunqua 4 credentibus eſſe receſſt- 
rum : Who promiſeth h:s preſence vnto the 
end of the world, heweth that they ſhall ewcy 
line, & that himſelfe will newer depart from 
the farthfull. And in another place he faith 
(Imeane {rift our moſt bleſſed Saui- 
our) E70 rogabo Patre,5 &. I will arke the 

uther and be wall cine you another Para- 
clete, the ſpirit of Truth, that he may re- 
maine with yout for ener ; which could not 
be meant ofthe poſtles only ro whom it 
was ſpoke, but of the ſucceeding Church 
whole perſon they beare, and was to in- 
dureto the worlds end. Nor: pro es ro- 
go tantuams (laith our Sauiour) 1 doe not 
onely pray for them, ( meaning his Diſct- 
ples) but for thers alſo that by their word 
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ſhall beleene in mee, that they all may o 
One, As ( the Father ) in mee, and 1 in thet, 
that they alſo wm v5 may bee one, as wee alſq 
are one. And herein all holy Fathers doe 
aſſent, and plainely thus vnderſtand it. 
18 This promiſe of the holy Ghott,St, 
Paul doth plainely xeltifie to be fulfilled, 
when he ſaith thus ; Chriftes aſcendens jn 
altum,captma doxy captinitate, dedit de- 
na hominibus, Chrilt aſcendmg 07 hioh,] 
bee led captinity captine, he gaue guifts vn. 
to men : where aftcr a few wordes he ad.- 
detl, Ipſe ded:t quoſdam quidems Apoſto- 
hal. oh c. he gawe ſome Apoſtles, and ſome| 
P; opbets, and other ſome Euangel! ſts, and 
other ſome Paſtors 4nd Doltors , to the, 
ws anmation of the Saints,unto the W orky 
of the e Miniſtry, wnto the edvf fying of the 
þ o4y of Chriſt, untill wee mcete all mto the 
viiity of Fauh, and knowledge of the Soune 
of God,c5'c. Inthele places 1tis cuident- 
ly pcomiled, the affillance of the Holy 
Gholt, the continuance of the Church, 
thic inf:]hbily of cr Faith, the aſlurcd 
Boctrine of her Pzſtors, and Teachers; 
to bring her C ik ren in emtatem Fidei 
j wothe vnity of Faith, Wee haue hikes 
wilc in Scriptures cxprefle commaunde- 
meat giuen to thelc Pattots that they 
Carce 
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carefully attend ynto their Flocke, and 
that they 'are to, render an accompr of 2.Tim.4. 
their ſoules; which will be required art 
their hands, if through their default they 
periſh. Wee on the contrary part have 
the like commaund who are the Laity, ,, 


Ezech.33» 


eb.13. 


to obey the Paſtors, to take direRtion, £11111 GG. 


Do&trine, and inſtruction, from them, 


St. Augult. 


as appeareth in many places of Holy tb. .aduer. 


writ, and that vider paine of eternall 
Damnation, Wherefore that Chriſtian 


Tout. 


1dem Fiſt, 


ad Hel:odox.. 


who followeth the direction - of this 5 c;,,;.4e 
Church, andobeyeth her precepts, ful- 777. Eccle; 
filleth Gods Commaundements, and ſo Num.z. 


conlequently . cannot crre , . nor the 
Church erre in that directions 

For .if the Church could erre in that 
Direction and Doctrine; then were wee 


| bound by Gods Commaundement to 


imbrace error, and from hence one or 
two abſurdities muſt needes-ariſe , to 
wit, either that by error and falhood 
we imght be ſaued, or elle for obſeruing 
Gods Commaundements, we might be 
danmed ; both -which are moſt hercti- 
call and apparant blaſphemy. 

19. When 1 had :found that this 
Chich had the infallible promiſe of Al- 
wighty God, for the integriry and .cer- 


cainty 


F 


Se Math.s. 


St Luk.r. 


S, Marh.s. 
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| 


rainy of her DoRtrine, for het contifide/ (14, 


ace vntothe cnd,-that to her Paſtots 


and Teackers was cornmitted the care 

Chriſt his Flocke, that the ſaid Flothe 
was -{traightly - commaunded to bby 
them astheir Spirituall guides; that y 

affection whetewith- they defired to be 
of this Flocke, joyned mee to thi 
Church, and fubze&ted me to this gui- 


dance; that feate I bad of miſtaking the! 


Truth, {{o needfull for the health of my 
ſoulc,) made me cleauc to the afſurance 
of this:Direion , where the Spirit of 
God is tobe my direRion and guide, 


and his:lawfull Officers my inſtrudtors; 


New remaineth onely for-me to learne 
out, where this eminent Citty of God 


(S uper montem poſta, Placed or ſeated vp 


0n an Hull, and caſting foorth ſplendour, 
Ad dirieendos pedes m 1am pacts , Ti 
dirett our -feete into the way of Peace,) 


was tobe found; and ſurely this Can» 


dle, which is not Sub modio poſita ſed ſu 


per candel abrum, Put or' hidden unde « 


: 


! conl 
| outt] 


uer, a 
iprury 


Buſhell,but ſet pon x Candleſticke, Vt | (11... 


cect £15 9u41 wr dome ſievt, To grue light i 
thofe that are 19: the Houſe, was eajie to 


Hyds., 
hy of 


be diſcerned, and ſo ic muſt bee if the 
promites of God were true, or his pt& 
widence 


confir: 


j theſe dayes wherein we live. 
| conſent & vnity of Doctrine through® Lin:»/.ad- 
out the whole world , & the farre pre. #0195 770- 
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nidence ſufficient for the "ſauing of 
fuch foules , learned and vnlcarned, 
for whom hee ſhed his molt precious 
Blood,and dyed. 

2o The Chuwctch of Rome ſo celes 
brated & knowne to the whole Chri- 
{tian world, cartieth onely the reſti- 
monies of this Truth. It hath knowne 
continuance with ſucceſhon- of Pa- 
ftors from the beginning of Chriſtia- 
nity vnto this day, It hath preſerued 
the holy Scriptures from corruption, 
and delivered them to poſterity from 
hand to hand, from age to age, to 


ſeried throughout all Ages, notwiths 7" 


ſtanding the oppoſition of Herific and 
infidelicy, wherewith it hath continu= 
ally bin exerciſed. It hath prevailed 
againlt all Sets and Hereſies whatſoe- 
uer, and beate them downe as they 
ſprung vp, different each from other 
(like vnto the prodigious heads of 
Hydra) at all times, It hath teftimo- 


hy of Miracles, whereby the bctter to Beda lib. de 
confirme her Doctrine, recorded by Ecclel. bift, 


molt 


C23 


y 


It hath $r,Vincene 


here "TA 


* — ————_— 
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moſt yerterable Fathers,and approued 
Hiſtories, and annuals of all Ages, It 
hath Sandctity and Innocency of life 
and Doctrine, now ſealed and crow- 


ned inthe blood of the molt glorious 
Sain&s and Martyrs of Heaucn, and 
ſuch-4s our aducrfaries cannot den 
tobeſuch, It hath the conſent of all 
gencrall/- and prouinciall Countels, 
that haue euer bin lawfully gathered, | 
and -approoued in all partes of the! 
would. 

Laftly it hath Vniuerſality,true Sa- 
craments,Sacrihce, and -all what cuet 
markes the holy Fathers doe point out, 
the true Church of Chritt : by euery' 
of theſe ſeuterall fignes moſt eafie to be 
proued, and in truth are manifett to} 


' F:!{ſeb, him who will but peruſe the Eccles * 


_—_ * , aſticall Hiſtorics of Times and Ages 
oe whichmy (ele by examining findi 
bijt .cnl- 
to be mott true, cannog doubt of. 

21 Finally itthis be not it,on carth 
St. brif. in there is no true Church, (briſt h 
F811. qualz decered US, the eApoſtles deluded 1! 
elpopulam the Fathers wronged vs, and the pro 
Aztiodl, ſes of God hae failed." For it1s mol 
| manifs!t, chat no Congregation, i 


the t 
rians 


| 


ele 


Society, no Set, no Doctrine, hath 
contifnicd from Chritt downeward 
| vnderthe ſucceffion of Paſtors with 
one and the ſame Sacraments, vnder 
! oneforme of Gouernment, but oncly 
this.” And albeit ſome Sc hath for 
of aj; the time ſeemed powerfull,as the Ar 
nlels, rians, Pelagians, Donatiſts,and many 
cred, others, yer were they no tooner 
f the! {prouted vp, bur they were teuered 
| into" innumerable diuerfities among 
e $a, themſclues,and at warres ;yca, deadly 
 euet; fewd one again(t the other, and it is 
tou. notynknowne vnto your good iclte, 
-ucry. but that Regnum m ſe diniſuns mult pe- 
tobe Tiſh;if we may beleeue our molt Bleſ- 5-Marh. 1 
ft} ſed nd moſt mercifall Redeemer, and 
-lef! fodid they every one in their turnes, 
pes, infomuch that the memory of them 
dine} had-not remained, if that Catholicke 
| Fathers in Confurtations written a+ 
arch] gainſt them had not recorded their 
hath Errors, and preſerued the infamous 
4 4; memory of the Authors. 


0 


not all former Sectaries, is notorious in piſt.ad 1ohany 
. nl Martin Luther and his complyces,for Heag, 
ict] their differences & implacablc hatred, 

; cacly 


C 3 


22 /And what we doe finde true of 7,416; ix r- 


e | 


Tiſpoya. Ar- 


gent. 
gre '.vMI 
ſ pt 4. 


eile writte 


each againſt other, is at large gig 
ſed in their owne, Wriings , to bo 
found in almoſt euery Booke-{cllers 
ſhop. Inſoruch as hince Luther . 

mong his progeny, within one. lite 
dred yeares, there are recorded mage} 


by. Doctor {cucrall Sets, ( I may truely Lay Hee 


$'4}\cton 


calleda dil 


courſe vpo 
the Do- 
ftrine of 
Proteſt. 


prinred at 


= 
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refies) and more noucll opinionp,hats! 
ched and brought into thc world by. 
theirabortiue meanes, then in. 14@%| 
and odde yeares before. Aad;comp! 
mon experience ſheweth, that ducry | 
man being his owne Carver ang, I,cas! 
cher, ſhapeth vnta him{elfs:a;Fawb! 
our of his owne Braines. 36:12 11:4 
23 And thus (good Sir) 1 not Gay 
ring to doe for the | reafons. ahour| 
mentioned, and fox the dangghik tw 
portcth, had none oth. et hope.t9, {ave 
my ſoule, bur by eo;mmitiing mylelle 
to that guicance, where ſo,mayy'u- 
fured promiſes of Gods aſſiltayce ave 
both inuite and wayr:nt me, and.40 | 
infallible reftimoanies of ;_ 
performatice, encourage mee t@ the 
laimic, , 
24 "I hus much ( Sir ) I haue del 
uered.and theſe reaſons I haue allcad: 
goed | 


WmLULY 


: 


Ee as wn mw 


duc 
to be 


| cller 


her as 


> is 


| more! 
n zcale,and an carneſt defire I haue to 


a6 for the better approbation of my 


_— — 
- — 


motiiſts.,and thus much I have ſes 
down; to the end you might ynacr= 
ſand that I haue not done any thing 
wich deth ſauour either of temcry 
orpalkon, but, mgcrely our! of true 


let you ſee how-ſollicitous I am to 
ſaue-my ſoulc, which ( how finfull 
ſocuer it i5) it hath pleaſed Chrift our 
louing Sauiour/ to xedeeme , by the 
purchaſe hee made ,, dicburſing his 
owne moſt precious Blood. Nor:doe 
] in-ehts and vpon mine owne opini- 
on, but vpen the Judgement and Do- 
&rineof the whole Church af Chritt; 
neither. haue I done this to any other 
purpoſe, but mecrely and purely to 
giue your importunity comment, 

25 Theſe thinges I haue (I fay) 


| deliuered,aad vnto them will I (God 


willng) adhere, 'vntill ſuch time as 
betrer reaſon ſhall be giuen me. In 
the interim, I craue nothing but-your 
Bleffing and fauour :if you be pl-aſcd 
ſtill ro catt mee off, Gods will bee 
done. 

Preaidentia Dinina hereditas mea : 
S: < I wuſt 


— 0 
I 


Cm rt 


F SEN take the Ditine promdenceto bu 
mind Inberitance,and then I ſhallhaue 
tt>cauſe ro ſay , with that Bleffed 
man Sau Francs, who when his F4- 
ther had caſt him off for his tiriftneſle 
and auſterity of life hee gy 
from his Fathers preſence; reioycing;! 
and finging, Patey noſter qui exin Ct- 
ks, fo may I lay, Pater noſter 984i e un 
Celts, tor vponcarth 1: hauce:not che| 
comfort of a Father. 1/Wheretore that 
comfortable ſaying/ofthe Kingly _ 
phert. can neuer depart from my .ve- 

membrance,v:z. (rovramaprter meas | 


& mater mea derelvoquernant me.do- 


wriwus anger aſſumpſu me, Beaeue my | 


Father and my. Mother, bave forſaken | 
we, but our Lord hath 1aken mie; and 
the comfort hcreot. ſhall be © wayey | | 
ready to accompany me. 

26 Bcfore I was a Catholicke; 
my exorbitant and irregular life mitch 
afflicted you, and now fince. I haue 
amended that fault,through the grace | 
of Gag, and the hclpe of the ſeaven 


Golders { andeſtickes, ſpoken of in the 


eApocalips, which are the {caucn Spt- }* 


tits of Gad, which the holy Church | 


doth | 


doth holde to hee the' feauen”Sacrs- 
ments, all which. doe \promiſe grace 
E x opere operath, which I haue ſucked 
from the charitable breaſts - of our 
motd holy :forher rh Cacholicke 
Church: - You have ('Sir ) krtherrea- 
fon to tet that Religion;'which reclai- 
med me. from Vice; 'an$ lath becns 
the motiut to:my amendment;adds 
matter tour” greater”. AfiCtions 
Doe you: de{ire'that hYhould have 
Sakuation ® then deny mee not'that 
Faith Which hart more"then a'mor- 
rall aſurancevf Heaens happinefle, 

-- 257«Qwruf (be Carholichss (hurth, 
(faith Saint o4258//ire) area ma} 
hace all thinges'.exceprenty  $4;nati 
hee may hane Brders ; Bee may baue Sax 
craments ; h:e may ſing Alleluia ; hee 
xzay a (were Amen ; heevay hade the 
Euangelsfts; be: ma; haue and Preach 
#: the Name of the Father,” angh of the 
Sonne, and of the: Holy Ghoſt, but bee 
can by no, rmearsh, obtaine Saluation. 
Thus wrote and taught ' Saint Av- 
guſttze. And ſceing I haue ſome of 
his workes by me, I wiltalledge you 
one or to places more to this pur- 
role 


TraF.m co”. 
cum Eremiio 


_— — — 


_ ——— - - -— 


JE" 
poſe wee haue inhand, + » 
" eAnd that: { may ont (faith hee): | -, 
_ this Wiſedatt nabich I:droy 10 bee in Wea 
E- the Carhobitke Church, there are dis) 
- aces cher thots whinkidbe wieh Inf. | 2 
ly retdine { and \ bolde' mee: within by | © 
bonnds and witty : thert' doth halde me: 
tbe conſent | of ' Prople \, and Natwns: | 
the Anthority.which. bad ther beoin- | 1 
wg by Hrracter ; nourybed by Hope, La 
{byl Ghawiy: ranÞ; 
e«Antimunuty: 41 There doth; 


facorfſion of Bybeps (th 


out ee" am0t.0 G any different _- 
Sets and Herehcs, in ſuch fort obtai- n 
ned, that alrhownh all Heret:qnes ave x 
deſrre to bee called Catholiches, yer, if 'A . 
Straneer ( 1 meane 4 Jew, Tur he, - l, 

FL f k 


39 
fidell ," or. ene. who 5r'101 4 Chriſtian) 
Vhanld demaund where us the Aſfenebly: 


- of, the Catholuhe Chuxel, there ks ar 
aſh Hevetique ,-/ wha earath, 34. vfjigue has, 
be i Temple ar ba bouſe. 

"uM | To which way, very: aps ly bge ad-, 
One ded, that wotihy nod 6 Sant {+, 
——_ | prian, O begtavs Eccleſnar noſtremy, 
lope, | quan (ic bawer dinine Gps, jt tlignwt- 


—_ guar __— 4 SER 


FI CYHOYE. PYEPISFER, = 
Lila, nec Roſe acſunt ; 


OMY dayes.; the Glo FLOMS 


© orr H: etbra: 1 w ht: p,; bo 
ihe je become m the biond 
Fri of: Purple. colour , neither 
I 


$$ HY. Roſes W.{1111T 10 Der 

£:o0wer s. 
et "28s 
wm 23 Is! e Saint Cipriangte?-- 
at- "Ra 
| tn92 of te Chanch and of the rci(c- 
ave mah hs 1 
. CULLON THCTCOT 11 4 7ICA HOMUMmncyi- 
> i” 


ble ot 1 Js cesof holy F: Atl 1crs could 
L-adoc for this purpotc,but Iholde 
it 


Dy 15 OY ( ur cb, whame }. 


04. GY, Ge &th ſobghh” 


21 ui 


rs doth oloprhe, [- ee wie ®. 4 


4 
A \ 
\ 


54S <2 


— 
” 0 ——— 


- — —— 


ſngy—_— erage ng OG — ——— EE- ——=X hd 
_— — 
-- | ed  _ I -_ ® 


. 


peſentce hand inhand.” 9, 
eAnd.that-1 may omit (faith hee) 
thit Wiſedarst (which 1: devy to bee in 
the 'Carhobitke Church, there are dis) 
* acrs other thuges whichidoe wieff Inſt 
retdine / and | holde mee: within be \ 


de. and '2911ty : thert' doth halde me: | 
the ednſent | df 'Prople!, and\Netwno: | 


the Anthority-which. bad tuer heown- 
wig by Hrracter ; nourbed by Hope, 

engrented: [by] Charity , reanformed: fs 
eAntimety 1. There doth lo lde me 1h4 
faccefſion of Bybops (that ik of Popes) 
veil this-prtſemt Day fromthe te- 
ry Seater of ; Sant Pier, comrdame a1 


"="! Lord committed the." fardaig of but 


* Shreps'". ( after bir Reſurrethion ). 16 


the __ iy ah quafent 


op ar leftly, "thir 2 ad. 
hque, "bbldethn.and detaineth. mes in the 
wat of #hre:Charch , which Name, 
thrs Churels; hath ahoeres j nt 'with« 
out 'canſe amors fa: ' nary different 
Setts 'and' Hereſics, in ſuch;fort obtai- 
ned, that alrhowrh all Heret:qnes aoe 

deſtre to bee called Catholiches, yet, if 4 
Straneer ( 4 meane 4 Jew, Tur he, [n- 


fiaett, 


-» 


39. 


fide," or, ewe. who ir 01 4 Chriſtian) 
ſrarnld_denvaurd where is; the Alſenbly 
of, the Catbolipke Chupslz, there us nar 
Hererique Who carey fe tlfigts has, 

Temple bel 15 wil 

To which way, varf apa] paly bee adr, 

ded, that worthy, fay4hg.o San = 
priar,  O\begtam Eccloſrars noſtr=my, 
quan ic byer dinine pre ates tllampi- 
nat, quam tewmporibas' # ors glariſies 

NMartyrum [argmus Mefens er.  ANEE, 
mn operibus fragrum candiin, C W186 {af l41 
eft in Martyrum CYUOE Peper 6, fin 
ribus ems nec Lilia, nec Roſs acſunt ; 
Thatis, O happy zs our (Frorcb, whame ].. 
the heres of Gods Grace &th Pr 


ten, whome 1m ou. ajes.t the Gt, oriong 


blood of, Martyrs doth vloprfe, ſpet w. 77500 


j, > ' 


mm the workes of our Brethy&: he te 
fare, but non ſb: *e it become m _ wy 
of Martyrs of: Purple: colour , neither 
are Lilless nat Roſes w.1nling to her 
Flowers. 

23 Thus wrote Saint Cipriangrred-- 
ting of the Churc}: ang "—_— crle- 
CUti "N thereof 11 Africa : Innumera- 
ble or' wer P lacesof ho ly Fathcrs could 
I all:adge tor this p urpoſe, but Iholde 

it 


1 \& 


e TRY 


a 
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45 
knot needfull. T will heere end, for 
feare I labouring to giue' content- in 
Writing ynto you, might diſcontene 


you more by my perplexity, and en- 
deauouring to auoyde cis rdfcliefs 


meghthappely fall into another,accor-. | 
ding ts the dlde-Prouerbe, Incadet in 


— 


Seytlum cupierrs vitare Charibilem. 


"29 Frhereforc humbly ecrauc your 
pardon'to end; and- withall imreating 
yon no furthet to raxe me, then I ſhall | 
be ready at alf times, Diin porirus hes | 
alit artxs to Co—_ | | 


& *\ 3 » 
. 


— 


\ 
Your moſt cutifull Sonne, 
Ne Ny 


» a ith 
{ : 
;þ gentfen 


- 


Hem 


